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SUSUECT HUMAN RIGHTS LEAGER ACCUSES UNITED STATES OF 
2 “a INVOLWEMENT IN TRAINING OFs:"DEATH SQUADS" °° 


1. SOM ENTIRE TEXT 


2. HONDURAN RADIO AND PRESS REPORTED ON MAY 7 THAT 
RAMON CUSTODIO, PRESIDENT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN HONDURAS (CODEH) HAS ACCUSED 
THE UNITED STATES OF FORMING AND TRAINING DEATH SQUADS 
IN HONDURAS. CUSTODIC, WHO APPEARED WITH ZENAIDA 
VELASQUEZ. PRESIDENT OF THE COMMITTEE OF FAMILIES OF 
DISAPPEARED PERSONS IN HONDURAS (COFADEH). REFERRED ALSO 
"O A MIAMI HERALD ARTICLE OF APRIL 30 WHICH DISCUSSED 
THE INVOLVEMENT OF GREEN BERETS IN TRAINING HONDURAN . 
MILITARY PERSONNEL. HE ACCUSED THE EMBASSY GF KNOWING 
OF THE TRAINING AND ACCUSED THE AMBASSADOR SPECIFICALLY 
OF PARTICIPATING IN THE FORMATION OF THE SQUADRONS, 

FOR WHICH HE (CUSTODIO} REQUESTED AMBASSADOR‘S EXPULSION. 
IN ADDITION, HE CALLED FOREIGN MINISTER PAZ BARNICA A 
“BAD HONDURAN” FOR HIS EXECUTION OF A FOREIGN POLICY 
WHICH RESPONDS TO U.S. INTERESTS 








3.“ CUSTODIO FURTHER ALLEGED THAT THE. FORMATION AND 

TRAINING OF THE DEATH SQUADS WERE PART GF A JOINT 

OPERATION WITH THE CIA AND THE DEPARTMENT GF STATE 

AND RESULTED IN THE DISAPPEARANCES OF 147 PEOPLE. 

THE GREEN BERETS. HE CLAIMED. TRAINED HONDURANS AT 

THE HONDURAN SPECIAL FORCES BASE AT LA VENTA AND WERE 

VISITED BY FORMER ARMED FORCES CHIEF GEN. GUSTAVO 

ALVAREZ AS WELL AS BY AMERICAN EMBASSY PERSONNEL. HE 

NAMED BYRON K. CARLISLE AS ONE OF THE SIX AMERICAN 

TRAINERS. (CARLISLE WAS ALSO MENTIONED IN THE HERALD 

ARTICLE). HE ALSO POINTED TO RICARDO LAU OF THE FDN i 
AS ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL PARTICIPANTS. DO 49268 


4. COMMENT: CUSTODIO APPEARS TO BE RESPONDING TO THE 


HERALD ARTICLE WHICH DEALS MAINLY WITH DRUG-RELATED 
ACTIVITIES AND MAKES ONLY PASSING REFERENCE TO U.S. 


INVOLVEMENT IN AN ELITE “COUNTER-TERRORIST“ UNIT CREATED 
IN 1982-83. UH 
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